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God Bless America!

Congratulations to Eli McKibban. Eli is an Order Selector in the Freezer Department
and has been with Affiliated for over 7 years. His supervisor, Robert Strite tells us that
Eli is a well-rounded and hardworking individual. His great attitude and work ethic is
what has enabled him to be recognized for this award. According to Robert, “Eli is
always looking to excel more and more each day when it comes to safety or making
the job more productive. Eli is constantly motivating others to perform at their highest
level and doing his best to be a leader.”

Eli received an Employee of the Month plaque from Randy Arceneaux, CEO and
President of Affiliated Foods, Inc. Randy also extolled Eli with appreciation for his hard
work and service to Affiliated Foods...

Employee of the Month, Eli McKibban  and Randy Arceneaux,
CEO and President of Affiliated Foods.     
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April Showers
Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass...

.It is about learning to dance in the rain ~ Unknown

Continued on page 6...
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AFI Welcomes New Retail Members - Odell’s Super’s

#1201 Odell’s Super’s
222 E 1st

Akron, CO  80720

#1202 Wiggin’s Super’s
611 Central Avenue
Wiggins, CO  80654

#1204 Kirk Super’s
2985 CR M

Kirk, CO  80824

#1203 Seibert Super’s
103 Colorado Avenue
Seibert, CO  80834

#1205 St. Francis Super’s
102 E Washington

St Francis, KS  67756

#1207 Haxtun Super’s
105 W 1st

Haxton, CO  80731

#1206 North Park Super’s
33482 N Highway 125
Walden, CO  80480

AFI would like to welcome Odell’s Super’s one of
our newest members to Affiliated Foods.

Odell’s Super’s are located in North and Eastern
parts of Colorado and in North Western Kansas. 

They are a family owned business and have been
in business, since 1957... (This comes with a
happy beginning and a wonderful twist!). The busi-
ness was founded by Leroy “Perk” and Betty Odell
in 1957, when he opened his first store in Akron,
CO. In 2006 the Odell’s sold their business and
retired. At that time they operated 11 stores in
Colorado and in Kansas. 

When the new company that purchased the
Supers filed for bankruptcy in 2014, they left those
small communities that they served abandoned.
Many of those communities had to travel up to 60
miles for groceries.

The wonderful twist...The Odell’s came out of
retirement in August of 2014 and purchased 4 of
their stores back, Akron, CO; Wiggins, CO; Haxtun,
CO and Walden, CO. They now have 7 stores. 

Perk, along with his family, work hard and business
is good. They are silent heroes, rescuing the
communities in need, saving them…Now...that is
the story of a happy beginning!

We wish you many more years of continued growth
and success…The Affiliated Family News

Blessed are those who see beautiful things in
humble places where other people see nothing.

~ Camille Pissarro
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2018 World Series of Savings - Spring Food Show - AFI Does it Again! SUCCESS! 
AFI Does It Again! The 2018 AFI “World Series of
Savings” Spring Food Show as a great success! 

It takes months of hard work and dedication preparing for the
Food Show. It is one great event filled with fun, food, friends,
work, savings and educational updates for our Retailers. The
2018 Spring Food Show exceeded all expectations! A home
run!!!

We would like to thank all in attendance. 85% of our Retail
Members were represented. Total attendance was 1492,
including Retailers, Guests, Vendors and Employees. 

Grand Prize Winners: $5000 – Begg’s General Store / Beggs,
OK; $3000 – Silva’s Super Market / El Paso, TX; $1000 –
Stanton County Foods / Johnson, KS

Grand Prize Winners - Stock Holders Meeting: $5000 –
Porter’s Thriftway / Big Spring, TX; $3000 – Anthony’s Foods /
Meeker, OK; $1000 – Atencio’s County Foods / Alamosa, CO.

4 Generations represented 470 No Man’s Land - Beef Jerky
from Boise City, OK. Back: Brenae Elliott, Belinda Gardner,
Brad Smith, Britt Smith, Front: Dee Smith and Cap Elliott
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2018 World Series of Savings -  Spring Food Show - AFI YES!!! SUCCESS! 
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Courtesy of Jimmy Ross / Director of Warehouse Operations, Ralph Telles / Dry Grocery Supervisor, Jeffrey Williams / Perishable Supervisor and James Canales / HBC Supervisor  

Congratulations to all our “Qualifier’s” and “1 Year of Service”
recipients.    April 2018 Above and Beyond

The Warehouse Management System calculates time for each store’s order pulled by the Order Selector, based on an Engineered Labor
Standard.  This process helps orders to be pulled in a timely manner. This time / standard must be met at 100% by the new hire in the first 90
days to become “Qualified”.  Their next upgrade will be met when they reach “1 Year of Service”. 

Grocery 1 Year: Kendall Lawrence; Grocery Qualified: Samuel Xirum, Anthony
Johnson, Toe Myint, Daniel Morales, Jose Virella and Joseph Ortegon
Perishable Qualified: Nicholas Williams  William Javalera and Paul  Ponce. Courtesy of Cynthia Mauricio, Warehouse Administrative Assistant 

Above Above && beyond  Aprilbeyond  April20182018

Plains Dairy News

Caring Heart Award- Plains Dairy was honored
with the Caring Heart Award from the Ronald
McDonald House for its contributions and sup-
port for the family room at NWTH. 

Jared Milk Man- One of Plains Dairy’s own, Jared
Roberts, donned a traditional Milk Man ensemble to
film a part for a video shown at the Spring Food.

Joe Holland retired from Plains Dairy on March 30th, 2018, after “37 Years of Service”.
Joe owned a milk distributorship from 1981-1995. He became a traveling sales represen-
tative for Plains Dairy from 1995 to 2004. He was promoted to sales manager in 2004.
He held that position until his retirement. His knowledge and sweet smile will be missed
at the office. He will also be missed by all the Retail Member stores that he had worked
with throughout the years. We wish you a happy and blessed retirement...

Courtesy of Amanda McIntosh / Plains DairyJared Roberts

Joe Holland

Doug Harness Retires
Congratulations to Doug Harness on his retirement.
Doug was a Category Manager with the Buying
Department, and worked under the direction of Bob
Cutler / Director of Procurement. Doug began with
Affiliated Foods on June 4, 2004. He had “13+ Years of
Service” to Affiliated Foods.

Thank you Doug for all your dedication and
hard work, you deserve the best retirement
ever! The Affiliated Family News

We wish you health
and happy days in
your retirement...Randy Arceneaux, CEO

and President of Affiliated
Foods and Doug Harness 
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Congratulations and “Sensational Job”, to
Jeremy Castillo, who is our newest “New
Employee of the Month” for April 2018…

Jeremy is a Loader in the Dock Department. He
works under the supervision of Joe Roybal. He
began with AFI on February 2nd, 2018.

Joe said, “Jeremy has exceeded all expecta-
tions that we had for him. He has picked up the
loading process very quickly. He makes a great

effort to send out quality loads. He also is a per-
son that we can rely on to help out whenever
needed. At this point we can only see him get-
ting better and better at his job.”

Congratulations Jeremy on all your successful
accomplishments and welcome aboard the

AFI Team!” 

S en
s a t
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!
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J e r emyJ e r emy

Eli will also receive 250 bonus points along with
a $35 gift certificate for apparel from the
Employee Portal.  In addition, he chose two

$25 gift certificates from Joe Daddy’s and will
have a special parking space for the month of
April.

Eli is married to Courtney and they share three
children; Lexi, age 8; Emily, age 5; and Noah,
age 4. Eli and the kids love to go fishing or
doing anything outdoors. The family has a
menagerie of animals with 3 dogs, 1 cat, 1 tur-
tle, and 2 geckos.  Eli’s favorite food is
spaghetti and his favorite movie Batman, the
Dark Knight.  

The most influential person in Eli’s life has been
his wife. Eli tells us that Courtney has the most
positive outlook on life and a great attitude. She

makes it easy to follow in her steps. Eli looks
forward to coming to work daily and says the
crew and the attitude of his co-workers makes it
easy to succeed and everything just keep get-
ting better every day. Eli plans to keep working
hard and working his way up.

Congratulations to the following April Employee
of the Month nominees for their hard work!
Danae Bullard and Guadalupe Carranza

Employee of the Month for April

Eli McKibban “Employee of the Month” 

Courtesy of Rita Koontz / HR

Spotlight on the Warehouse

Jeremy Castillo Courtesy of Cynthia Mauricio / Warehouse Admin Asst.

Jerry Mayhue, PTG Driver Retires

Congratulations !
Your Excellence

Drives Our Success!

Congratulations to Jerry Mayhue on his
retirement. Jerry was a Driver and worked
for PTG Transportation. He worked under
the direction Bo Stuart, Director of PTG

and Rick Sims, Safety Manager. Jerry had
“14+ Years of Service”.

Jerry, we wish you many years of health
and happiness on your retirement.

The Affiliated Family NewsL to R: Bo Stuart, Director of PTG; Jerry Mayhue,
Retail Driver; and Rick Sims, Safety Manager

Happy Retirement
Jerry!

14+ Years of Service
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Bakery / Deli News

Well we wrapped up yet another successful food
show. For those that were in attendance we hope
you enjoyed it.  If you missed it, we hope to see you
in August at the next show.  

Just a friendly reminder for the Bakeries. Mother’s
Day is Sunday May 13th and graduations are
knocking at the doors as well.  It would be a good
idea to go ahead and get your cake supplies
ordered, so you can be ahead of the game.  If you
have an edible image printer, don’t forget to order
extra icing sheets and ink.  Thanks, Carroll

Easter Celebration

April is here and so is Easter Sunday so let’s
make sure we have plenty of Easter cookies,
cupcakes and Easter decorated cakes in
pastel colors on display through out your
stores, also make sure you have plenty din-
ner rolls, hamburger buns, hot dog buns and
French breads for cook outs, picnics and
family dinners.  Also don’t forget to have
plenty of bread crumbs from your out of date
breads and rolls, simply cut them up into to
small pieces and dry them in the oven for
capirotada (bread pudding).  

So, let’s start planning for Mother’s Day  

and Graduations for May.  Thank you 
Mario

Now that March Madness is over and Saint
Patty’s day is gone let’s get ready for Easter.
Easter will fall on Sunday April first this year
the same as April fool’s Day isn’t that amazing!
Now how often does that happen? 

April is the second month of spring so if you
have not done your spring cleaning in March
this is a good time to clean and organize your
departments for summer. The month of April stands
for new birth and growth as you know flowers bloom
in April and this is a great time to bloom your sales.
Let’s get started by planning ahead let’s keep in 

mind that people will be looking for cold items to
cool off. Salads, Sandwiches and Barbecue items
also do very well around this time.

For those of you that attended the Food Show I
hope that you liked the new salads by Mrs. Jerry’s.
These are premium salads and will do very well in
most stores. I took pictures of these salads and will
be talking to you about them as I visit your stores.

I want to thank those that attended the Food Show
and hope to see the ones that didn’t on the next
one. Thank You, Bobby 

Bobby Pena / Deli Specialist,
rpena@afiama.com; Carroll Beeler / B/D

Specialist, beeler@afiama.com; Mario Martinez /
Bakery Specialist, mmartinez@afiama.com
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Chinese Chicken Bake

1401 Farmers Avenue
Amarillo, TX  79118

806-372-3851

“THANK YOU” to all who have contributed to the success of the Newsletter”!  A special
thanks to Craig Ward, Kevin Fortenberry and Kim Street for their continued support and

help! 
The Affiliated Family News
Cathy Gallivan / AFINews. 

If you have anything to contribute please e-mail the 
“AFI Family News” @ www.afinews@afiama.com

2 T. Shurfine Margarine or Butter, melted
¼ t. Shurfine Onion Powder
2-1/2 c.  Shurfine Crisp Rice Cereal
1  can (8 oz.) Shurfine Crushed Pineapple, drained thoroughly
2 c.  Chopped cooked chicken or turkey
1  can (10.75 oz.) Reduced Fat or Regular Shurfine Condensed Cream of 

Mushroom Soup
1-1/4 c.  Chopped celery
2 T.  Chopped green onion
4-1/2 t.  Shurfine Soy Sauce

`Preheat oven to 350°F.
Combine margarine and
onion powder. Gradually
add cereal, stirring until
all pieces are evenly
coated. Set aside.
Combine pineapple,

chicken, soup, celery,
green onion and soy
sauce. Stir in 1 cup
reserved cereal mixture.
Pour into ungreased 2-
quart baking dish.
Sprinkle with remaining

1-1/2 cups cereal mix-
ture. Bake 30 minutes
or until top is lightly
browned.

A delectable meal for a
rainy day...

2 Seconds in the Rain!!!

Courtesy of David Rudder / DeJarnett
and Shurfinebrands

Pray for Rain.......

A Note of Thanks!

Marvelous...Cook time: 30 mins
Total time: 30 mins

Serves: 4-5

Where are you?

mmm...HELP!!!Something moved...

I know you’re in there... 

Drought continues to be a problem in much of the lower 48 states, NOAA said. “More
than a quarter of the country is currently experiencing drought from Southern California
into the Southwest, the northern and southern High Plains, and parts of the Southeast,”
NOAA said. “Drought is likely to persist in most of these areas and potentially expand
by late June.”                              Reference www.agri-pulse.com


